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BIOLOGICAL SURVEY'S VORK 
IMPORTAXT TO VILD LIEE 

?rotection of useful and harmless forms of y:rild life and control of injur- 

ious species are two of the principal activities of the !3ureau of Biological Sur- 

vey . In the annual report to the Secretary of &riculture made by the head of 

this branch of the deparkmen t, the details of the a?parontly con-flitting efforts to 

conserve and destroy emphasize the importance oI f wild aniaa!.s and birds to our 

economic welfare. The Biolo,gical Survey carries on a ColitinuOus cam>sign against 

predatory animals atld destructive rodonta, protects certain birds and animals 

which are in danger of being kiiled off too rapidly, studies the food habits of 

birds and animals, and makes other wild life investigations, both economic and 

biological. 

In the recent report it is shown that the efforts to control wolves, coy- 

otes, and rodents ha.ve met with a good measure of success* Prairie dogs have 

been eliminated from considerable areas, and the numbers of large v~olves have 

been so greatly reduced in the Vest test it is thought the end of their raids is _ 

in sight. More than a dozen States have given their hearty support to this work 

and last year made total cooperxtive appropriations of 364’7,000. 

. Fight Vaged A;:a.inst Pests. . . 

Poisovr baits have been successfully developed for usi.; against both ptida’tory 

animals and rodents. In the v/e&, prairie dogs and ground .squirrels are found on 

many millions of acres and cause great losses through destruction of cro;,s and 



CZ"S, jack rabbits, azd house rats aild zlicc, and invest2gstions T*Tei-c: r-lade to iiJ- 

;I!irOvc baits a;ld z.wthod; for cornbating :::oodchucks. Lntirat cPmps.igns have been 

cor.ducted extansivcly and successfully in variou-; parts of the countryb 

Fur faming has corm to bi: an iqorta& factor in keeping U~I the supply of 

fur, and tl:e tiiologice.1 S~.arvey !las been giving attention to the various problems 

of the indu$try at its ex;~crineafal fur frrn in !:ew York State ai?d else+ere in 

the Uilitod States, Cmm.La, and ALas>a. 

The study of the food imbits of birds, ;;r ii-rcipally thrcuzh the examination 

of tile con-ients oi stoma&e, is Tsrovidifig nel:J facts each ;t?ai* concsrnisg many 

s:?ccics. Birds which destroy crops rust be controlled, md -ZR:e de2e.rtnc:l-t has 

bocn workiilg out plans for combating a number of species which'become pests 

locally. Lcthods of poisoning pinyon jays, +ich are destructive of COOTS in 

Colorado, hzve be,n devised a:ld found mffectivo tiurmg the corn semen, but not 

during the :-&eat harvest, according to the investigations and observations. In- 

vestigations iisvr: also been made in -Ihc USC. of rar gases to control certain 

birds, but the results lava not been satisfactory. 

aiological Survcvs Continutd. II -WV- 

Nological surveys have been continwd in several States to ahoyj the 

actual conditions as to ?ri.ld lifa, including -;ho relations of birds aild animals 

to agriculture, forestry, and aninal husbandry; a;ld investigations have been 

conducted to furnish the basic information ncaded in connection with the con- 

stantly groning economic t;rork, and for the proper administration of laws, in- 

cluding t?e nigratory bird treaty act, aild regulations :ffocting big gme and 

bird refuges, and land fur anizlals in Alaska. More than 25,000 birds were 
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banded during the year in the study cf ;nig:atLone aild the geographic distribution 

of the s:3ecies. 

In Alaska considerable effort has been expended in developing the reindeer 

industry, alld studies ha-,-e been made of caribou in the Territory. Irotection is 

afforded land fur-bearing animals in Alaska t;;rough a brarden service, and inves- 

tigations have been made of fur fe.rming there, ;2rincipally fox raising. 

Big game and bird refuges to the nuz?bser of 55 arc looked after by the 

6iological Survey. There are noa about 1,500 buffalo, elk, deer, antelope, and 

mountain sheeu on the five big-game preserves, besides the numrous wild fowl. oY! 

these ahd on the 63 additional bird refuges maintained. 

‘:riid $owl Incrcascs. A-w 

Ezforc.emc& ti of the nigratory bird treaty act has had the heli;ful effect 

not only Gf increasing the supply of migratory y:rild fo7.T1 but of iap-essing ob- 

servers :<ererally with the imnortanco of the law as a valuable conservation 

newwe r.;ld of snaking friends for it out of i”,s former bitter opponents. The 

main Lope 20~ seen for pcrpetue.ting our fisG ;ax birds for the en)oym?nt of pos- 

terity is in halting the rapid progress of dys.i.ilr..ge of the fresh-r?iater marshes 

and i;l.kes v%ch are the natural feeding az.d breedin; growd of EFiid iifc, and 

may be aore useful for such purposes than for e;ricultural uses. Through coopcr- 

ation of the department sovcral such “rater areas ha-e &a~ protected during the 
. 

ye,ar , notably Swan Lake, in Minnesota, and t?e YinnesEiiek Fottoa?, on the upper 

Zisslssippi River. 

Pormits issvod for t!;e entry cf foreiq, 3 r>rild birds and memmals int? +‘-? 

United States have increased over former yews but have not yet reached the pre- 

17-w record. Importat iOilS are inspected in ordFr.to I;lsuro the o::clusion of Y--ilcl 

forms I;-!licY x3ulP be injurious in this country. 
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